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July 2006


After the exciting and full month of June, the first two weeks of July were more of the same. The group from the Grapevine congregation, arrived on the 30th of June, spent their week doing mobile clinics and a couple of construction projects in Jinotega, La Concordia, Pantasma and two days in Bocay.  The Grapevine congregation helps provide the support of the work in both Pantasma and San Jose Bocay.  During the week over 1,000 patients were seen, over 500 ¨Cóma Llegar A Ser Un Cristiano Verdadero¨ (Becoming a Faithful Christian) were distributed and over 1,200 World Bible School Invitations to study were given out.  It has been exciting to see the impact the new Bible material we have has had this summer on our outreach in all that we are doing.  Don Jones, one of the team members of this group, is working on a number of different projects, including our coffee project, to help Nicaragua.  Ryan Robbins, also with this group, is working on a project with vitamins. Please keep these efforts in your prayers. God blessed this week with two new brothers. 


Dr. Patti Patterson, with Olive Branch Ministries, stayed a few extra days with us for the purpose of going to visit the Ministry of Health concerning the Casa Materna Project.  One of the things we look to do with the Casa Project is develop a training program for Community Health Workers and for Mid-wife training.  The project will focus on the health of the mothers, babies and the basic health of the community. Dr. Patterson is the Vice-President of Texas Tech Medical School in Lubbock, TX and specializes in children and community health.  Our goal is to build our first Casa in Pantasma when funds are available.  We have been given a $25,000 matching grant to help us build a school/clinic/church in Apanas and this first Casa Materna.  Please contact us if you could help with this matching grant. 


With the departure of Grapevine we had the arrival of the group we call Uplift Nicaragua.  Which were three groups in one…Uplift staff from Harding, Youth groups from the church in Duncanville, TX and 4th Ave congregation in Franklin, TN.  A total of 37 were with us for the week.  Their week involved six construction projects for church members and schools…two houses, a kitchen floor, painting and building a bathroom.  They worked with children in our schools and the special school. And they also were part of two mobile clinics. The week ended with Uplift Nicaragua 2006.  Over 1,600 youth from over 70 congregations came to together for a very special day. The day and part of the construction projects was made possible by the contribution of the youth that attended Uplift at Harding this summer.  A very special thanks to our Nicaraguan Steering Committee for Uplift…Jorge Norory, Julio Ruiz, Elvis Cruz, William Sandoval, Agustin Picado, Leonel Valle, and Francisco Cajina.  This is the same group that organized the National Service in June.  Collin Bills, a student from Harding and one of our Interns for the summer, was one of the speakers for the day.


Our groups for the summer ended with the departure of the Uplift group.  We had nine groups with us this summer and they were all a great blessing. We will be posting a summary with pictures of the summer on our web-site…www.misionparacristo.com…Some pictures have already been posted. Click on the ¨camera¨ for current posted pictures.


The last week of July we returned to the river for brief trip and to make plans for the October trip being planned with Olive Branch.  As with all trips on the river it was a challenge but it reaffirmed our commitment to do what we can for that area.  We are thankful for what we have been able to do in that area with food, medicine, clothes and for the spiritual needs but we know that the needs remain great and we need your partnership to do more.  On this trip we meet and stayed with Dubi and her husband Guadalupe Sandoval. Dubi is a member of the church, nurse and she speaks both Spanish and Miskito. We will be planting a congregation in their home. Fernando and Ismael will be returning to the area the middle of August. Their home is on the Honduras side of the river but it will work well for a staging area for our efforts up and down the river. Guadalupe is a great resource for some the agriculture development projects we look to begin.  We are scheduling a meeting with European Union concerning a partnership with them in the area. While we were on the river we were able to distribute shoes and clothes.  We also were able to have a time for Fernando and Ismael to visit with those that came and gave 110 copies of the book/Bible. As we continue the ¨Esperanza del Rio Project¨, we need…to develop additional groups to travel to the area (we have group scheduled for October and January), resources for food, children shoes (rubber boots), to purchase a boat and motor to travel the river, to develop and secure material in Miskito, and basic medicine (vitamins, etc).


One of the greatest blessings of our summer was the interns we had with us.  This was our first summer for interns and we could not have asked for a better group to have been with us.  They have set the bar high for those that follow. We listed their names last month but feel they need to be listed again … Tara Curtis and Collin Bills from Harding, Katrina Weatherly from ACU, Kimberly Lyons from LCU, and David Dominguez from St. Edwards in Austin.  We look forward to continuing the working with interns and we are already starting to make plans for next year.


Please continue to keep the planting of the Word of God in northern Nicaragua. In July over 2,000 copies of ¨Becoming a Faithful Christian¨ was distributed, over 2,500 World Bible School Invitations to study were given out, over 30 students enrolled in World English Institute and five new brothers in the Lord.  One the most exciting things about the book/Bible is that we have four independent groups (congregations) which we have given the book/Bible to them and they are using as their teaching material. Two of the preachers have started attending the institute in Jinotega. 

 In our excitement to talk about the new material we have, we sometime forget to say thank-you to our long-term partners…Spanish Literature for teaching material and World Bible Translation Center for New Testaments and Bibles that we have used through the years and continue to do so with the new material.  Spanish Literature this month committed to us to give all the graduates of the institute a set of books for their continued study.  Also with the institute we will be finalizing our relationship Sunset International when we return to the states in August.


July was a month that we feel God allowed us to follow our mission, ¨To Serve People as We Share Jesus.¨  But none of this would be possible without the support and encouragement of so many.  We thank-you for your partnership in this ¨Mission for Christ.¨ May God continue to bless our service together for Him.

Blessings in His Name…

Benny and Donna Baker

 It is time for our 2006, 

´A Smile for a Child.´

…contact Karen at momc4him@yahoo.com...

 501-729-5094
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